
When discussing the signifi-
cant divide between sup-

porters of Orinda Vision
(orindavision.org), Orinda Watch
(www.orindawatch.org) and Save
Orinda (www.saveorinda.com) re-
garding what changes Orinda should
make in the next decade, all six
Orinda City Council candidates said
most of the residents they have heard
from favor a middle of the road ap-
proach to downtown development.
Dean Orr

      
“When I speak to community

groups, they don’t want Orinda to
change, they want Orinda to im-
prove,” said Orr. While most don’t
want Orinda to turn into another Wal-
nut Creek, they do want to fix the
Phairs’ vacancy and find ways to at-
tract new businesses. Equally impor-
tant will be the willingness of
business owners to invest in their
properties. “Like owning a home, you
have to fix your gutters.” 

      
To inspire this, Orr said, the city

must improve its planning code.
“What I know to be factually cor-
rect is that many downtown prop-
erties have been owned by the same

families for years. Because they
will eventually turn over, we must
look at existing impediments for
those interested in bringing proper-
ties up to modern standards.” But
unfortunately, that discussion has
been sidetracked by debates over
building height limits. “Would we
rather have our buildings face the
street? Should we move parking
underground to encourage pedes-
trian traffic? Orinda can have a
stronger more vibrant downtown,
leading to a stronger more prosper-
ous town.”
Eve Phillips

      
“Orinda is a very special place,

and I would love to see it maintain its
village character. That’s why so many
of us moved here. It’s an oasis from
the broader, busier world. But almost
everyone I’ve been talking to has
been frustrated by the lack of change
downtown,” said Phillips. “Nothing
has been built, but not doing anything
hasn’t been a good thing, either.”

      
Asked how city leaders could im-

prove the community’s quality of life,
she added, “There are a lot of redevel-
opment things we could do in smaller

pieces that I think would really revi-
talize the downtown.” One important
thing, she said, would be finding a
way to deal with Orinda’s empty
buildings. “We need fresh facilities
downtown to bring more vibrancy in
to the community.  As long as you’re
keeping to the 35 foot height limit,
setbacks and zoning density, there is
room for improvement. I would be
supportive of development of some of
those older buildings as long it is con-
sistent with our general plan.”  
Carlos Baltodano

      
“Everyone I talk to loves Orinda

– residents, merchants. The down-
town is a small, very precious area,”
said Baltodano. “It’s a focal point for
dining, shopping. It’s our professional
center. But businesses must be en-
hanced. Traffic and parking issues for
patrons and workers, the empty
parcels out there – I don’t think the
council has addressed these very
well.” 

      
Agreeing that different people

have very different ideas about what
direction city leaders should take,
Baltodano said, “We really need to
clarify what our downtown will look

like. It’s nebulous right now. We need
to re-engage the citizens again. My
sense is that people don’t want build-
ing heights increased any more than
35 feet, but projects that would main-
tain the semi-rural, village character
would be okay. But whatever oppor-
tunity presents itself, it has to be well
done, smart and sustainable – within
a rubric of the General Plan.”
Linda Delehunt

      
“Orinda is on the cusp of renewal.

We have many old buildings that need
to be refurbished and rebuilt. The
Housing Element has to be blended,
but it should be a neutral blending,”
observed Delehunt, who feels the new
Monteverde Senior Apartment build-
ing is “offensive to many residents
because it’s 55 feet and doesn’t fit in
with the rural character.”

     
Most Orindans, she believes,

are in the middle when it comes to
downtown development. “But one
of the problems is that we haven’t
heard from most people. That’s
why we’re seeing so much upset. I
want to preserve the height limit at
35 feet, but I also think we need to
do better at making sure every

voice is heard. We have a lot of
small fragmented groups that don’t
feel like they have been invited to
the table. I think we need a fresh
look at ideas. We need to bring all
of our citizens together to provide
great renewal possibilities. What
we create should be almost like a
coalition government.”
Bob Thompson

      
“People don’t like developers, but

developers have the ability to improve
the properties we’re all complaining
about,” said Thompson. “We need to
step back and understand what we
want so we can help city leaders and
business owners better understand our
wishes.”

      
Of Contra Costa County’s 19

cities, 14 have downtown specific
plans, including Moraga and
Lafayette. “But we don’t have one.
We know we care about quality, and
want something that preserves the
views and creates a vibrant commu-
nity. In many cases, most of us feel
anything over 35 feet is too high for
most buildings, but in certain cases, it
works.

                     
... continued on page A9
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Frank Woodward  Tina Jones WoodwardJonesTeam.com
Luxury Property Specialists

The Woodward Jones Team  -  Two Masters of  Real Estate Joined to Provide World Class Service!

Strong Fall Market for Home Sellers
Thinking of  selling this year? It's not too late!

We have many well qualified buyers still trying to
purchase a home.

With the right marketing, many homes are getting
multiple offers.

Now more than ever, you need our expert representation
to sell your home for more money.

We will make it happen for you!

925.330.2620
Team@WoodwardJonesTeam.com

Call Frank and Tina today for a free marketing consultation!

City Council Candidates Talk Downtown Development
By Laurie Snyder

MORAGA $1,125,000
4/2.5. Gorgeous contemporary.
Spacious rooms. Back yard oasis with
pool. Valley view.
Rick & Nancy Booth CalBRE#01388020/01341390

MORAGA $1,225,000
5/3. Campolindo Traditional! Two story
Campolindo traditional w/great floorplan,
sunny kitchen, and spacious backyard.
O’Brien/Fellner CalBRE# 01482496/01428834

ORINDA $995,000
2/2. Opportunity in Orinda! 2463 sqft on
1.43 acre lot, also included is adjacent
1.22 acre lot.
Elena Hood CalBRE#01221247

ORINDA $1,950,900
4/4. New Construction, Lot 7! Visit
OrindaOaks.com. Buyer may select finishes.
Front landscaping and fencing included.
The Beaubelle Group CalBRE#00678426

LAFAYETTE $3,150,000
4/3.5. Breathtaking views! Custom home
sits on 4.6 acres w/infinity edge pool, hot
tub,pool house,wine rm. Its a 10!!
Chad Morrison CalBRE#01905614

ORINDA $2,595,900
5/5.1. New Construction! Stunning custom
home on 3.5 acre premium lot w/gourmet
kit w/island. Visit OrindaOaks.com.
The Beaubelle Group CalBRE#00678426

californiamoves.com
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The Lamorinda Real Estate Firm people trust

MORAGA $1,015,000
3/2. Lovely Ranch Campo, Cul-De-Sac,
Hardwood, Upgraded Bath, in Laundry,
Grass Lawn, Pavers.
Jason Evans CalBRE#01887768

MORAGA $1,489,000
5/3. Beautifully appointed home in popular
Moraga Place. Updates and attn to detail
throughout.
Vlatka Bathgate CalBRE#01390784

ORINDA $1,300,000
4/2.5. Fabulous half acre property is ideally
located near downtown. Numerous
upgrades throughout & open floor plan.
Vlatka Bathgate CalBRE#01390784

ORINDA $799,000
4/2. First time on the market in 50+
years. ~ Mid-Century two story home
with stunning VIEWS!
Maureen Wilbur     CalBRE#01268536

ORINDA $3,900,000
4/4.2. Rare opportunity to buy newer
estate plus two adjacent lots. Gated, wine
cellar, gorgeous grounds w/pool & more!
Elena Hood CalBRE#01221247

ORINDA $2,695,900
5/4.1. New Construction! Beautiful 2 story
on 2.3 acre premium lot w/sweeping views.
Visit OrindaOaks.com.
The Beaubelle Group CalBRE#00678426

ORINDA $1,145,000
4/2.5. Nestled among the oaks in
OCC. Vaulted ceilings, hdw floors, walls
of windows. Views!
Bo Sullivan  CalBRE#00954395

ORINDA $3,550,000
4/3. By Appt. Only. Serene contemporary
villa built in 1990 on 1.3 ac with amazing
gardens, vistas & privacy.
The Hattersley’s CalBRE# 01181995/00445794

MORAGA $1,075,000
5/2.5. Close to K-8 top rated Moraga
schools. Great floor plan. Lovely backyard
w/ patio & gardens.
Elena Hood CalBRE#01221247

LAFAYETTE $1,395,000
3/2.5. Amazing space for indoor/outdoor
entertaining w/sweeping views! Near
town, Bart, & schools!
Brooke Korkut CalBRE#01958174

MORAGA $728,000
2/2. Fantastic MCC Single Level! Totally
remodeled, 1262 sf, great location,
beautiful upgrades, like new!
Kirsten Buckley CalBRE#01922658

LAFAYETTE $1,399,000
4/2.5. Updated,Mt. D vu’s, pvt/gated,ofc &
bonus rm, lrg mstr suite,3-car gar,
light,xtra pkg.
Tom Stack CalBRE#01501769

LAFAYETTE $2,550,000
5/4.5. High end custom home w/wine
cellar, gourmet kitchen, outdoor patio
w/built in BBQ, putting green & more!
The Beaubelle Group CalBRE#00678426

MORAGA $875,000
3/2.5. 3+ Master Retreat, 2.5 BA, Family
Room w/fireplace, Fantastic Views, Appx
2486 sqft.
Hank Hagman CalBRE#00771832

LAFAYETTE $1,799,000
6/4. Spacious Custom Home! 5112 sqft on
.31 acre lot on a cul-de-sac, large bonus
room, gourmet kitchen.
Elena Hood CalBRE#01221247

LAFAYETTE $1,775,000
5/3.1. Spectacular in Lafayette! Beautiful
custom built home located in the coveted
Greenhill’s neighborhood.
Van Drent/McKay CalBRE# 01051129/01902466
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